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SUBJECT:SPANISH- VENEZUELAN FISHERY RELATIONS 

REF: (A) CARACAS 2064, MARCH 3, 1978; (B) CARACAS A- 144, 

OCTOBER 5, 1977; (C) MEXICO 21415, DECEMBER 28, 1977 

1 . THE NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE (NMFS), NOAA, 

COMMERCE BELIEVES THAT THE VENEZUELAN REQUEST FOR FISHING 
RIGHTS IN THE U.S. ZONE (REF A) MAY BE RELATED TO THE 
POSSIBILITY OF EXTENSIVE FISHERIES COOPERATION BETWEEN 
SPAIN AND VENEZUELA WHICH HAS BEEN PUBLICIZED BY THE 
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U.S. PRESS: (NMFS WILL POUCH ADDRESSEE POSTS COPIES OF 
AVAILABLE PRESS REPORTS). IT IS POSSIBLE THAT VENEZUELA 
MAY BE CONSIDERING THE USE OF SPANISH VESSELS, OPERATED 
BY SPANISH- VENEZUELAN JOINT VENTURES UNDER THE VENEZUELAN 
FLAG, TO FISH IN THE U.S. ZONE. 

2. NMFS WOULD APPRECIATE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION: 
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A. MADRID ONLY. 

1) IMPACT OF THE EXTENSION OF FISHERY ZONES BY COASTAL 
COUNTRIES ON THE SPANISH FLEET. NMFS IS PARTICULARLY 
INTERESTED IN THE NUMBER, CARRYING CAPACITY. AND TYPE OF 

VESSELS CURRENTLY TIED UP IN PORTS AS A RESULT OF EXTENDED 
JURISDICTIONS. OF SPECIAL INTEREST WOULD BE TUNA SEINERS 
AND SQUID TRAWLERS. (VENEZUELA HAS INDICATED AN INTEREST 
IN FISHING SQUID OFF THE U.S. COAST AND MAY ENTER THE 
EASTERN PACIFIC TUNA FISHERY). 

2) COPY OF SPANISH LAW REGULATING JOINT VENTURES. 

3) AN ARTICLE APPEARING IN DIARIO LAS AMERICAS (MIAMI) 

ON FEBRUARY 16, 1978 INDICATED THAT SPAIN HAD RECENTLY 
CHANGED ITS INVESTMENT LAWS TO ALLOW JOINT VENTURE 
COMPANIES TO OPERATE SPANISH VESSELS UNDER A THIRD 
COUNTRY'S FLAG. DETAILS ON THIS DEVELOPMENT WOULD BE 
APPRECIATED. 

4) DETAILS ON THE PRESENT STATUS OF SPANISH JOINT VENTURES 
IN LATIN AMERICA, ESPECIALLY IN VENEZUELA AND MEXICO. 
NAMES OF COMPANIES, INVESTMENTS, PLANNED ACTIVITIES, ETC. 
WOULD BE OF GREAT INTEREST. 
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B. FOR CARACAS ONLY. 

1) DETAILS ON CURRENT STATUS OF VF.NFZI IFJ .AN-SPANTSH JOINT 
VENTURES. 

2) PLANS TO USE SPANISH VESSELS TO OPERATE OFF THE U.S. 

COAST OR IN COMPETITION WITH THE U.S. TUNA FLEET IN THE 
EASTERN PACIFIC. 

3) NMFS HAS REVIEWED THE ANNUAL CERP-404 REPORT (REF B), 

BUT FINDS NO MENTION OF THESE DEVELOPMENTS. 

C. FOR MEXICO ONLY. 

1) DETAILS ON PRESENT STATUS OF MEXICAN-SPANISH JOINT 
VENTURES. 

2) WHAT IS THE CURRENT STATUS OF THE MEXICAN JOINT VENTURE 
LAW. NMFS HAD UNDERSTOOD THAT THE PROVISIONS OF THE LAW 
WERE BEING MODIFIED TO ATTRACT FOREIGN CAPITAL. 
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3) NMFS APPRECIATES REGIONAL FISHERY ATTACHE'S ALERT 
REPORTING ON MEXICAN JOINT VENTURES (REF C) AND WOULD 
APPRECIATE RFA GIVING SPECIAL ATTENTION TO THIS SUBJECT 
IN THIS YEAR'S ANNUAL REPORT (CERP 404) ON THE MEXICAN 
FISHING INDUSTRY. VANCE 
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